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July 29, 1975

o R PAER

Deputy County Attorney
Coconino County Courthouse
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001

Dear Mr. Watkins:

This is in answer to your letter of January 3, 1975,
forwarding a copy of your letter of December 16, 1974,

addressed to Mr. David A, Williams, Superintendent,

Flagstaff Public Schools, regarding the distribution
of partigan political material-on school property.

This office agroes with the opinion gtated in your
letter.

Sincerely,

BRUCE L. BABBITT
Attorney CGeneral
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MICHARL M. SOPIY :
Special Assistant Attorney General
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OFFICL OF ’ J.MICHAEL FLCURNOY
{ - o L‘ COUNTY ATTORNEY
Lﬁfﬁﬂﬁfff uﬁ“ﬁf? i
O o : VIHLLIAM AL FLICK
COCONINO COUNTY ) CHIGE DEPUTY
. COCONINO COQUMTY L, JHT HOUSE
Flagstalt, Asizons 36901 - RONALD L. GHALLIS
774-5017 Ext. 55 birUTYy
R - ‘ : ' - o ' © WILLIALT 8. HURST
y : .-December 16, 1974 .- © . DEPUTY
: HAROLD L. WATKINS
T OEPUTY ‘
Mr. David villiems
‘Syperintencant of Schools
Flagstafi Public Schools
701 N. Kendrick Street
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
T 7T Bear Daves L
I answer to your letier of Ccteber 15, 1974, + .

—~

- Harold Watkins reguesting an opinion as to the validity of

. ‘the Beard's policy, to-wit: "partisan political material shail
-1 not be distributed on school property," and in answer to vour
' specriic curestion, to-wit: "Can the Board of Educaticn/Trustces
prohibit the distribution of partisan political materiel on
"school property smecificallv distribution through mailboxes

- Ly 1L
.RJ--.'PIOVl““u to employees y tnm chool District?” - our opinion
v. - on these matters F '
' 'ihc F“llb oxes

-

R _ T)ls opinicn is based primarily on the 1969 Californiaz
Jii... cSuprema Court case cited in Milton Evan's lotter to vou cdated
e Sephember 25, 1974, I am enclosing a copy of the Court's opinicn

-7 dn.that case. No Arizona cases this neariy in point could be

R Found. I am of the OD’hJOﬁ that Arizcena would Lollow the Calif-

oraia dnc1ﬁlon if the issue were tested in CourL. '

"-Spaoif*cwlly, it is our opinion thaL Lhz Boar ) _

- prohibit teachers from dis tributing political matsrials, providad
oth the pexson dl%u:lbhulng and thz person raceiving the mat-

. cxials ara on non- auty hours at the LJm:, and f£urther provided
.~ that there is no great and substantial threat to order and
’ cI£1C+cnc1 in the school as a lC%ulL of that d1<“leLL10n.

, - -AS anmattcr of enero1 school administration, coertainly
" the Board has the dlSCIOthn o whether to provide teachoer ma
boxes al all, also the discretion as to the location and usa
‘sarec by teachecrs, studonts and others, so long as Pirst amand
ment rights arc not infring@d upon in the establishiment of n~11~
bow policy. In.other words, the Becard dozs not “have to providn
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}

Q ‘]_,. 1,.:.

=T fFaculty mailboxes, nor do they have to allow any use theraof
that would disrupt the orderly administration of the school -~ .

f““j”.'SULn as, BOLLL”Ldl cancausing in the mailroom, onc teacher
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© forcing anot
ngG ;.obhnr Lccﬁc,he& to t;kc the hara Toud, or "stuffing" of

o
~~ o
CrHes.

g $ailb

{.o this is

L would bhe gJ ad to avpear be ore the
SUC -upon your reguest to do so
Very truly yours,

AR T?/({kf&ﬂv'_h‘EZZLxé7

: C T Williem A, Flick
. Chief
Chief D&.puu' County Attorney
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